One of the first recorded acts of international trade union solidarity
was in 1889 during the London dock strike, when Australian unions made
a donation of £30,000. That support allowed the strikers to outlast
management and win a minimum wage of six pence an hour in what is
regarded as one of the most important industrial actions in British
history. For more see: www.untonhistory.info
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This solidarity is continued today by TUC Aid, a registered charity,
supported by union members from across the country helping
to build and strengthen trade unions in developing countries.
TUC Aid recognises that when employment is fair, equal and safe
workers have a chance to make a better life for themselves and
their families.

The goal is to promote development and self reliance rather than
simple charity. TUC Aid works to promote democracy, social justice
and long-term development through initiatives involving the active
participation of independent trade unions and their members in the
developing world.

TUC Aid also provides humanitarian relief for victims of natural
disasters and armed conflict. TUC Aid is working to tackle the problem
of HIV/AIDS in Uganda and Ghana by training shop stewards to
discuss the issue in the workplace. TUC Aid has also helped to rebuild
communities devastated by the Tsunami.

By helping workers set up independent trade unions, TUC Aid is
promoting the core labour standards of the International Labour
Organisation (ILO).

» Freedom of Association and the right to Collective Bargaining
» Freedom from forced labour

« Freedom from child labour

» Freedom from discrimination at work

These standards help prevent the ‘race to the bottom;, where
unscrupulous employers move from country to country forcing down
wages and employee rights as they go.

Current campaigns where you can make a difference.




